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INTRODUCTION

In recent years, our world has been witnessing a troubling trend - an alarming increase
in the frequency and severity of disasters. These disasters come in various forms, from
the devastating force of natural calamities like hurricanes, earthquakes, and wildfires, to
the complex and far-reaching consequences of man-made crises such as pandemics,
industrial accidents, and conflicts. These events, both natural and man-made, have far-
reaching implications, affecting not only the environment but also society and the
economy on a global scale.

These disasters disrupt the very fabric of our communities, shattering lives,
infrastructure, and ecosystems in their wake. They leave in their path not only physical
and emotional scars but also immense challenges in terms of rebuilding, rehabilitation,
and ensuring the well-being of affected populations. The toll they take on human lives
and livelihoods is immeasurable. However, amidst these daunting challenges, there lies
an opportunity—an opportunity to think innovatively, to strategize proactively, and to
drive positive change. Disasters, paradoxically, present a unique platform for innovation
and sustainable development. They compel us to re-evaluate existing systems, to create
novel solutions to age-old problems, and to rebuild in a way that is more resilient,
sustainable, and equitable.

It is in this context that the "Certificate Course on Disaster Risk Management, Social
Entrepreneurship, and Resilience" emerges as a beacon of hope and a catalyst for
transformation. This course is designed not just to educate but to empower. It seeks to
equip participants with the essential knowledge and skills required to tackle these
pressing issues head-on.

At its core, this certificate course is a comprehensive learning journey, strategically
crafted to address the multifaceted challenges posed by disasters. It delves into the
intricacies of disaster risk management, preparing individuals to understand, assess, and
mitigate the risks associated with these events. It explores the realm of social
entrepreneurship, teaching participants how to harness entrepreneurial principles to
create sustainable solutions for societal and environmental challenges. Furthermore, it
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delves into the concept of resilience, emphasizing the importance of building
communities that can withstand, recover from, and thrive after disasters.

OBJECTIVES

The objectives of the certificate-course programme on ‘Disaster Risk Management, Social
Entrepreneurship, and Resilience’ are as follows:

e To provide participants with a comprehensive understanding of disaster risk
management, encompassing the assessment of risks, preparedness, response, and
recovery strategies.

e To equip participants with the knowledge and skills required to identify social and
environmental challenges and develop innovative, sustainable solutions through
social entrepreneurship.

e To familiarize the participants with the governance and policy frameworks
essential for effective disaster risk reduction and sustainable development.

e To explore the intersection of disaster risk management with climate change
adaptation and mitigation, addressing the emerging challenges posed by a
changing climate.

e To facilitate networking opportunities among participants, experts, and
practitioners, fostering collaboration and knowledge exchange.

e To enhance participants' career prospects in disaster management,
entrepreneurship, or related fields by providing them with valuable knowledge
and certification.

e Toinspire and empower participants to initiate and manage projects that address
disaster resilience and social challenges, making a positive impact on society.

e To encourage a holistic approach to disaster management and sustainable
development, emphasizing the role of entrepreneurship and strategic thinking in
creating positive change.

e To nurture proactive leadership skills among participants, enabling them to take
initiative and drive change in their organizations and communities.

e To empower the participating individuals to become agents of transformation,
capable of steering their communities and organizations towards a safer, more
resilient, and sustainable future.

TARGET PARTICIPANTS
o TargetParticipants: Law students of Gujarat National Law University (GNLU)

The inclusion of law students from GNLU as targeted participants for the Certificate
Course on Disaster Risk Management, Social Entrepreneurship, and Resilience is a
strategic choice driven by several considerations:
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e Law students, by virtue of their legal education, bring a unique multidisciplinary
perspective to disaster risk management. They understand the legal intricacies of
disaster response, humanitarian law, and governance, which are vital components
of effective disaster management.

e GNLU's law students represent the future of legal practice and policymaking.
Equipping them with knowledge in disaster risk management and social
entrepreneurship ensures that they are well-prepared to address the legal
challenges associated with disaster response and resilience-building in their
future careers.

e GNLU students are often deeply engaged with community advocacy and social
justice initiatives. Their involvement can help raise awareness about the
importance of disaster risk reduction and resilience in vulnerable communities.

e Law students are increasingly inclined towards entrepreneurship and innovation.
By participating in this course, they can explore how legal frameworks can
facilitate social entrepreneurship in the context of disaster management,
promoting innovation and sustainability.

e Many law students possess strong leadership qualities and a drive to make a
positive impact on society. This course nurtures these qualities by providing them
with tools and strategies to lead disaster response and recovery efforts.

e GNLU attracts students from diverse backgrounds, fostering a global perspective.
This diversity can enrich discussions on disaster management and social
entrepreneurship by bringing in insights from different regions and cultures.

e GNLU is known for its academic excellence and commitment to social
responsibility. Engaging GNLU students in this course aligns with the university's
ethos of producing socially conscious legal professionals.

e Bytargeting GNLU law students, the course contributes to capacity building within
the institution itself, ensuring that future generations of lawyers possess the skills
and knowledge needed to address the complex challenges posed by disasters.

Involving law students from GNLU not only enriches the course with diverse perspectives
but also prepares a cadre of legal professionals who can play a crucial role in shaping
disaster management policies, advocating for vulnerable communities, and driving social
entrepreneurship initiatives aimed at disaster resilience.

METHODOLOGY

The proposed methodology for delivering the training programme will include lectures,
site visits, case studies, group discussions and games. The concepts will be explained in
an interactive manner with use of videos, presentation, online tools like slido, open
source applications etc. to enhance participant engagement and learning outcomes.
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