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A. Background 

Biological hazards pose more threat than any other hazards as more people in these types of 

hazards are vulnerable and risk is comparatively more. The impact of a biological disaster(s) is 

biological, psychological, social, as well as economic. Biological disaster(s), if not attended with 

proper preparedness, can be an epidemic in countries like India with a huge population 

endangering the life of the many and putting extra pressure on the resources, finance, and 

governance.  

 

The COVID-19 global health emergency and its economic, as well as social impacts, have 

disrupted nearly all aspects of life for all groups in society. People of different ages, however, are 

experiencing its effects in different ways, while many of its implications, such as confinement-

related psychological distress and social distancing measures, affect all of society. Continuing 

challenges of Covid, i.e. the second wave, health impacts are growing largely due to inadequate 

measures to reduce the risk. An inclusive response to and recovery from the crisis requires an 

integrated approach to public governance that anticipates the impact of response and recovery 

measures across different age cohorts. “Building Back Better” requires decision-makers to 

acknowledge generational divides and address them decisively to leave no one behind.  

 

Capacity Building is a process through which the abilities of individuals, organizations, and 

societies are strengthened to minimize Vulnerability to Disaster Risk(s). Effective DRM requires 

trained manpower to deal with complex situations where effective and efficient response reduces 

the impact of disasters on human life and property. Therefore, it is necessary to continuously 

undertake measures to build capacity amongst those responsible for DRM and augmenting public 

awareness. 

 

To avoid exacerbating integrational inequalities and to involve youth-volunteers in building a 

culture of resilience, it requires to anticipate the impact of mitigation and recovery measures across 

different age groups, by applying effective Disaster Risk Governance, which addresses Priority 2: 

Strengthening Disaster Risk Governance to Managing Disaster Risks. As we know that the 

authorities have called for active participation of youth-volunteer based organizations in COVID 

mitigation effects with a special focus on vaccination of the vulnerable population, information 

dissemination and promoting Covid appropriate behavior apart from building capacities in rural as 

well as urban areas, young people have stepped up to mitigate the impact of Covid crisis. 

Governments have also promoted youth volunteering at this critical time through dedicated 

programs. National youth volunteering programs and strategies that allocate clear responsibilities 

provide capacity-building opportunities, as well as adequate resources that can help in keeping 

youth-volunteers mobilized for their communities.  

 

The youth and volunteers of the nation are the backbones and the most powerful force within the 

nation. They are the hope of the future and can shape the destiny of a country. They play a positive 

role in the cause of a nation and national integration. The youth and volunteers have a leading role 

in bringing together the people of different states and religions to integrate them socially, culturally 

and geographically. To build this culture of looking at a crisis, such as this, holistically and 
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comprehensively, the youth-volunteers must be explained how the prevalent Understanding of 

Disaster Risks fits into the present scenario and how the Systemic Nature of Risk would affect 

every sector. 

 

Youth-Volunteer interventions can involve grass-root level contribution, collaboration, and 

resource mobilization from within the community to promote prompt response and resilience. 

Keeping in view of greater engagements of these forums, GIDM has planned to organize a webinar 

cum TNA on "Youth and COVID-19: Learning to Live with Risk" targeting (L2 and L3 level) 

Dist./Taluka/Village level Officials/Representatives/Functionaries from Youth-Volunteer based 

organizations viz. NCC, NSS, CDHG, NYKS, DPO/Apada Mitra, Bharat Scouts & Guide and 

GIDM MoU partners. The program is scheduled on Thursday, 30th Sept’ 2021 from 1500 to 1700 

hrs (reporting time at 1430 hrs, sharp) using its online platform Zoom and YouTube live 

streaming. 

 

Aim and Objectives 

The aim of this webinar is to develop the capacity and carry out Training Needs Analysis (TNA) 

of all the identified stakeholders from youth-volunteers based organizations to assess their 

professional and logistic strengths and weaknesses (SWOT Analysis) as well as overall capacity to 

undertake regular training programs on the subject. 

 

The training includes four expected outcomes structured around the four Priorities for Action of 

the Sendai Framework. The four expected outcomes are namely, assess and update data and 

knowledge of traditional approaches, dissemination, monitoring and review emerging challenges, 

and capacity building to highlight the best practices at all levels. The program has been designed 

to be in four segments: 

1. The first segment would empower participants to think about and understand disaster risk(s), 

which is a step towards managing risk(s) rather than managing disasters. This section would 

unpack COVID-19 through the lens of DRM, beyond it being a public health concern. Thus, 

this section has been designed to addresses Priority 1: Understanding Disaster Risks; 

2. The second segment would stimulate the participants to think about governing such disaster 

risk(s) at different levels by tinkering their preparedness for the near future through exercises 

of DRR Future Thinking like Scenario Based Preparedness, Scenathons etc. This segment 

has been designed to address Priority 2: Strengthening Disaster Risk Governance to 

Managing Disaster Risks; 

3. The third segment would talk about investing resources of all forms, financial and human, to 

build Disaster Resilience. This section would underline the importance of 

traditional/indigenous knowledge and possible roles of communities to tackle the emergent 

and systemic nature of disaster risk. This section would address Priority 3: Investing in 

Disaster Risk Reduction for Resilience; 

4. By discussing good practices and case studies of CBDRM in the fourth segment, Priority 4: 

Enhancing disaster Preparedness for effective Response and to "Build Back Better" in 

Recovery, Rehabilitation and Reconstruction will be emphasized upon. 

 



 

Page 4 of 6 

 

B. About the Virtual Classroom-based Training 

At the national level, the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, Ministry of Defense, and Ministry 

of Home Affairs have volunteer programs designed to engage youths in social welfare. Nehru 

Yuva Kendra Sangthan (NYKS), National Service Scheme (NSS), National Cadet Corps (NCC) 

and Civil Defence volunteers are the main vehicles for promoting youth volunteerism in 

community services including DRM and environment management. 

The Disaster Management Act, 2005 and National Policy on Disaster Management 2009 

provide the framework for institutional and legal mechanisms on disaster management in India. 

Whereas the Disaster Management Act, 2005 does not explicitly define the roles of volunteers, it 

ensures that relevant responders and other stakeholders including volunteers are well trained in 

various aspects of disaster management. 

After the commencement of the Sendai Framework for Action (SFDRR 2015-2030), there 

continues to be not just a lot to be accomplished for DRM but also significantly more to 

demonstrate and deliver on the inter-linkages between DRM, early recovery, development, 

environmental protection and climate change adaptation. While there is acceleration in the 

implementation of DRM initiatives across the country and at the State level. In this context, there 

continues to be a need to build capacities innovatively, increase outreach at the appropriate levels, 

enhance the impact of action; all of which also require qualified and experienced professionals to 

assist and support government and non-government actors in coordinated, structured and timely 

DRR and response actions. DRM being a relatively new domain of knowledge and practice offers 

a key challenge in find high-quality human resources and capacity development opportunities. 

This virtual mode of training program intends to address certain issues related to DRM by 

partnering with youth-volunteers, to build a cadre of uniform services who can complement and 

supplement the efforts in different phases of the Disaster Risk Management Cycle. This training 

is intended to target selected NSS Volunteers/NCC Cadets and Program Officers/Associated NCC 

Officers, who can play a significant role in the management of the disaster risks with its 

organizational capability, strength and quality of its cadres.  

Key Words: Youth & Volunteers, First Responders, Pandemic, Capacity Building, Climate 

Change, Risk Identification & Assessment, Disaster Risk Management. 

 

C. Course Structure 

The program has been designed to be in two segments: 

1. The first segment would talk about COVID-19, answering the most obvious and the most 

frequently asked question to put the queries in one’s mind at ease; 

2. The second segment would show the participants how to view this crisis through the lens of 

DRM thereby tinkering their preparedness for the near future and anticipate, education and 

inform role of youth-volunteers, young professionals and concerned stakeholders for DRM. 

The objective behind this segment is to inspire the participants to contribute even when they 

are following the rules and regulations imposed! 
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D. Targeted Participants 

The target group for this program is (L2 and L3 level) Dist./Taluka/Village level 

Officials/Representatives/Functionaries from Youth-Volunteer based organizations viz. NCC, 

NSS, CDHG, NYKS, DPO/Apada Mitra, Bharat Scouts & Guide etc. In addition, selected 

Faculty/Staff and Students from GIDM MoU partners from across the State.  

References: - 

1. Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, 2015-2030 

2. Terminology relating to Disaster Risk Reduction, UNDRR 2016 

3. PM’s Agenda 10: India’s Disaster Risk Management Roadmap to Climate Resilience and 

Sustainable Development 

4. Hand Book for Training and Capacity Building of Civil Defence & Sister Organization, 

National Disaster Management Authority, Part-I, April 2012 

5. Cadet Handbook, National Cadet Corps 

6. About GIDM, .ppt 

7. Basics of Disaster Risk Management, .ppt (Gujarati/English) 

8. Training Module on Understanding Disaster Risk Management, GIDM 2019 

9. Training Module on Role of Youth and Volunteers for Disaster Risk Management, 

GIDM 2019 

https://gidm.gujarat.gov.in/ 
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Webinar Schedule 

14:30 – 14:45  ---Online Reporting--- 

14:45 – 15:00  Welcome, About GIDM, Portal, GIDM Audio-Visual Film,  
Introduction to 5-hrs self-paced course on e-CCDM (English 
and Gujarati version) 
Dr. Chintan Pathak, APPM, GIDM  
 

15:00 – 16:00 Introduction to COVID-19 and Combating Coronavirus 
Dr. Mahendra Chawda, RMO I/c, PDU Hospital, Rajkot and HOPE TFI 
At the end of this session participants will be able to: 
 Basic of COVID-19: Terminology, Origin, Transmission and Impacts 
 Do’s and Don’ts: COVID appropriate behavior 
 Response by India and Gujarat 
 COVID-19 Vaccination: Myths and Clarity 
 The mitigation strategy for Infection Prevention and Control 
 Case Study/Best Practices: Rajkot  

 
16:00 – 17:00 DRM perspective of COVID-19 and Youth-Volunteerism  

Lt Col Prashant Malik, Addl. Director (Trg), NCC Directorate Gujarat 
At the end of this session participants will be able to: 
 About Risk Management 
 Basic of DRM and associated Terminologies 
 Infodemic Management: Risk Communication and Community 

Engagement 
 From ideas to action: Case Studie(s)/Best Practices from across the 

Country and State 
 Psycho-social care and Stress Management 

 
17:00 – 17:15           Question-Answer, Feedback and Conclusion 


