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A Two Day Virtual Classroom based Training Program 
with Civil Defence & Home Guards, Gujarat State 

on  
 

Role of Youth and Volunteers  
for Disaster Risk Management  

 
 

Date: 18-19 Dec  2020, 1500 to 1700 hrs  
join with Google Meet/Cisco WebEx 
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    Training Aim and Objectives 
Aim 

To enhance the understanding of COVID-19 as a disaster and Role of Youth and Volunteers in 

Disaster Risk Management.  

Objective 

By identifying the existing knowledge and skills/gaps with regard to Prevention, Mitigation, 

Preparedness, Response and Recovery, keeping the existing practices of Youth Volunteerism 

activities in the State, develop the long term capacity development plan with Civil Defecne & 

Home Guards  officials/volunteers of Gujarat State. Under this, the following specific objectives 

will be pursued -  

 Understanding Basics of Disaster Risk Management and Terminologies used in DRM; 

 Basics of Disaster Management Cycle and existing Response mechanism in the State; 

 DRM perspective of COVID-19 and Post-COVID situation; 

 Why is it necessary to view the pandemic through the lens of Disaster Risk Management. 

perceiving the pandemic as just a health emergency constrains, our preparedness to the 

present times and few particular sectors, but, viewing it through the lens of DRM, 

broadens our perspective and we visualize the emergent risks / issues too, like that of the 

upcoming season of flood that would perhaps add on to the already building up pressure 

on our health infrastructure, or, the lockdown forced economy dip that might hinder the 

achievement of some of the SDGs;  

 The role youth and volunteers during this pandemic situation. 

Key Words: First Responders, Pandemic, Disaster Risk Management, Volunteerism 

 

About the Training 
The youth and volunteers of the nation are the backbone and the most powerful force within the 

Nation. They are the hope for the future and can shape the destiny of a country. History shows 

that countries subjected to alien rule have without exception sought the help of youth and 

volunteers in times of crisis. The youth and volunteers have also been instrumental in the 

behavioral change of the communities, whenever need for such a change has been felt. They 
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have always been in the forefront in the building of political, social and economic orders of a 

society. They play a positive role for the cause of a nation and national integration. 

 

It is very essential that the youth and volunteers, who are the demographic dividend of the 

Nation, be oriented towards ongoing pandemic situation (i.e. COVID-19) through the lens of 

DRM and thereby broaden their spectrum of analyzing the present as well as the future 

developments and consequences.  

 

In order to build this culture of looking at a crisis, such as this, in a holistic and comprehensive 

manner, it is absolutely essential that the youth and volunteers be explained how the prevalent 

understanding of disaster risk fits into the present scenario and how the systemic nature of risk 

would affect every sector. 

 

The youth and volunteers have a leading role in bringing together the people of different region 

and religions with a view to integrating them socially, culturally and geographically. Keeping in 

view of greater engagements of these forums, GIDM-CDHG, Gujarat State has organized a two-

day virtual classroom based training program for officials and volunteers of Civil Defence & 

Home Guards on Role of Youth and Volunteers for Disaster Risk Management  from 18-19 

Dec  2020 using online platform (Google Meet/Cicso WebEx). Previously, the webinar based 

orientation has been conducted on 07-Aug-2020 from 1500 to 1700 hrs wherein it was discussed 

and derived that dissemination of Basics of DRM and linking it with Youth-Volunteerism across 

all the levels of officials/volunteers working with CDHG Gujarat State would build a resilient 

society.  

 

The virtual classroom  has been designed to be in three segments: 

1. The first segment would talk about Basics of Disaster Risk Management and associated 

Terminologies, Basics of Disaster Management Cycle with emphasis on Response 

Mechanism in the State. It would show the participants how to view ongoing crisis through 

the lens of DRM thereby tinkering their preparedness for the near future; 

2. The second segment would emphasize upon DRM perspective of COVID-19 and discussion 

on Post-COVID situation, answering the most obvious and the most frequently asked 

question to put the queries in  mind at ease; 
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3. The third segment would talk about the possible roles of youth and volunteers during this 

trying times. The objective behind this segment is to inspire the youth and volunteers to 

contribute even when they are following the rules and regulations imposed due to new 

normal situations of COVID-19. 

Targeted Participants 
The total strength of Civil Defence volunteers, across the State are as follows, 

Sr.No. Name of Unit Strength City/District 
1. Ahmedabad 7287 Ahmedabad City and District 
2. Gandhinagar 77 Gandhinagar 
3. Vadodara 3713 Vadodara City and District 
4. Surat 2816 Surat City and District 
5. Jamnagar 140 Jamnagar 
6. Bhuj 1023 Bhuj (Kutch) 
7. Okha 43 Devbhumi Dwarka 
8. Vadinar 449 Devbhumi Dwarka 
9. Gandhidham 943 Kutch 
10. Naliya 433 Kutch 
11. Ankleshwar 217 Bharuch 
12. Kakrapar 551 Tapi Vyara 
13. Bhavnagar 01 Bhavnagar 

TOTAL 17692 

 

Since, the format of the program is envisaged to be a virtual classroom  based training, anyone 

from Civil Defence and Home Guards with the link can virtually attend the program. However, 

the primary focus would be the Chief wardens, Dy. Chief Wardens, Division Wardens and newly 

appointed Wardens  working with CDHG, Gujarat State (around 150 nos.). 

References: - 
1. Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-30 
2. UNDRR Terminology 
3. 10 Point Agenda 
4. Training Module on Basics of DRM, GIDM 2019  
5. Virtual Classroom based Training Module on 

April 20 
https://gidm.gujarat.gov.in/en/digital-library  

 

 

 


