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Concept Note of Virtual Training Programme 

On  

Building Coastal Resilience in Gujarat: Strategies for a Sustainable Future 

Date: 21st December 2023 

Time: 14:30hrs – 16:30hrs 

A. BACKGROUND 
 

Gujarat is its extensive coastline along the Arabian Sea. While this coastline contributes to 

the state's beauty and economic potential, it also exposes it to a range of natural hazards, 

including cyclones, sea-level rise, and coastal erosion. The coastal areas of Gujarat face 

distinctive challenges that arise from their vulnerability towards various natural hazards. 

Cyclones can bring destructive winds and heavy rainfall, sea-level rise can lead to 

inundation of low-lying areas, and coastal erosion can threaten valuable land and 

infrastructure. These challenges are further compounded by the impacts of climate change, 

which can intensify the frequency and severity of extreme weather events. As a result, the 

communities residing in these coastal regions are particularly susceptible to the adverse 

effects of these hazards. 

To address these challenges, it is crucial to develop and implement effective strategies that 

can enhance the resilience of Gujarat's coastal areas. Resilience in this context refers to the 

capacity of these regions to withstand, adapt to, and recover from the impacts of natural 

disasters and other stressors. Building resilience is not only about mitigating the 

immediate impacts of disasters but also about creating sustainable, long-term solutions. 

By enhancing resilience, Gujarat can improve its ability to endure and bounce back from 

natural disasters. This means not only protecting lives and property but also preserving the 

unique and valuable ecosystems that thrive along the coast. Furthermore, a focus on 

resilience ensures that the well-being and sustainable development of the communities 

living in these coastal areas are safeguarded. It involves comprehensive planning, 

infrastructure development, early warning systems, and community engagement to reduce 

vulnerabilities and enhance the adaptive capacity of these regions. 

The virtual training program titled ‘Building Coastal Resilience in Gujarat: Strategies for a 

Sustainable Future' is designed to equip participants with a deep understanding of the 

concept of resilience and its practical relevance to the specific challenges faced by coastal 

regions. The program aims to provide knowledge and tools that can empower individuals 

and organizations to contribute to the development of strategies and actions that will make 
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Gujarat's coastal areas more resilient, better prepared, and more capable of thriving in the 

face of future challenges. 

B. NEED FOR THIS TRAINING PROGRAMME 
 

The training programme on "Building Coastal Resilience in Gujarat: Strategies for a 

Sustainable Future" is essential due to the region's vulnerability to natural hazards, such as 

cyclones, sea-level rise, and coastal erosion, which pose significant risks to both lives and 

property. The exacerbation of these hazards by climate change heightens the urgency for 

proactive measures. Moreover, the coastal ecosystems in Gujarat hold ecological and 

economic significance, necessitating their protection for the sake of biodiversity, fisheries, 

and the livelihoods of coastal communities.  

The programme is crucial for ensuring the long-term well-being and sustainable 

development of these communities, requiring the development of resilience strategies 

encompassing infrastructure, community engagement, early warning systems, and 

environmental conservation. Capacity building, public involvement, and policy 

implementation are integral aspects addressed in the program, all aimed at preparing 

Gujarat's coastal areas to withstand environmental challenges and to prosper in an era of 

increasing climate risks. 

 

C. OBJECTIVES 
 

1. Increase awareness towards the concept of resilience and its relevance in the coastal 

areas of Gujarat. 

2. Equip participants with the skills to assess coastal vulnerability and risks and develop 

tailored resilience strategies. 

3. Foster collaboration among stakeholders for effective coastal resilience planning and 

implementation. 

4. Promote the integration of nature-based solutions in coastal resilience strategies for 

sustainable development. 

 

D. TARGET AUDIENCE 
 

The training programme on ‘Building Coastal Resilience in Gujarat: Strategies for a 

Sustainable Future’ has targeted the participants from various departments of the Gujarat 
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state government. Here are some key departments and agencies that could benefit from the 

programme: 

Sr. 
No. 

Target Departments Category of Participants 

1. 
Agriculture & Co-Operation 

Department 

L2, L3 

2. Gujarat Maritime Board 

3. Water Resources Department 
4. Commissioner of Fisheries 

5. Revenue Department 

6. 
Panchayat, Rural Housing & Rural 

Development Department 
7.  Roads and Buildings Department 

8. Forest & Environment Department 
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