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Challenge: Confidence & 
Comfort to Get Back to School

• Government run schools used as 
Corona Care Centres and for housing 
migrant labour

• Dual challenge of handling 
overinformed and underinformed

• Managing stigma and social 
ostracization of students coming 
from Covid affected families 

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

• National Guidelines on sanitization 
measures

• Communication products for 
parents and students 

• Intensified enrollment marketing

• Medical facilities to be 
supplemented with psychological 
counselling



Challenge: Practicing 
Physical Distancing Norms

• Schools are constrained for built up 
space with little scope for expansion. 

• This is particularly so for schools  
operating in rented buildings. 

• Residential schools in rented 
building use classrooms as dorms

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

• National Guidelines – alternate 
days , staggered timing/shifts

• Expand facility with temporary 
sheds to hold some classes outdoor

• Develop plans to identify rooms for 
conversion into additional 
classrooms



Challenge: Access to WASH 
Infrastructure

• Limited availability of taps and water 
for frequent hand hygiene

• Limited number of toilets  

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

• Knowledge about frugal 
approaches for handwash stations

• Multiple sources for financing 
testing devices, additional staff and 
consumables – soap, facemasks

• Knowledge about water 
conservation and reuse



Challenge: Sustaining 
Cleanliness and Hygiene 

Practices

• Methods and approaches for 
ingraining good hygiene practices as 
habits are yet to be mastered 

• Constant requirement for 
reinforcing, monitoring

• Involving children in cleaning can 
have social ramifications 

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

• Extensive involvement of children 
in monitoring 

• Checklists and knowledge products 
for children and parents

• Visual cues in schools

• Activities and games to reinforcing 
safe practices



Challenge: Self-discipline 
and policy support 

• Testing at individual level is limited

• Enforcing discipline among those 
visiting school is difficult

• Social stigma for covid infected is 
high

• Uncertain policies to address 
concerns and situations arising out 
of covid. 

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

• Strict protocols and schedule for entry 
into and conduct in the school

• Restriction of visitors/parents/vendors   
movement 

• Stock up facemask and sanitizers for ill 
prepared visitors / students

• Personal protective equipment for 
sanitation workers and others extensively 
exposed to humans and  waste

• School policy for accommodating the sick 
upon self-declaration: paid leave, 
provision for re-examination/ assignments 



CAN WE OPEN THE 
SCHOOLS EVER???



Global Initiatives Towards 
School Reopening 



▸ Sweden

▸ Norway

▸ France

▸ Vietnam

▸ New Zealand

▸ Iceland

▸ South Korea

▸ Taiwan

▸ Germany

▸ Denmark

▸ Singapore

▸ Israel
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Countries That Have 
Reopened Schools

https://www.india.com/news/world/school-reopening-news-these-10-countries-have-reopened-
schools-after-covid-19-lockdown-check-list-4069406/

https://www.india.com/news/world/school-reopening-news-these-10-countries-have-reopened-schools-after-covid-19-lockdown-check-list-4069406/
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TESTING AND TEMPERATURE CHECKS

Students line up for temperature 
checks outside a middle school in 

Chungju, South Korea

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2020/06/05/coronavirus-countries-reopening-schools/
https://www.deccanherald.com/international/coronavirus-back-to-school-in-china-as-lockdowns-start-
to-ease-830411.html

High school entrance at a primary 
school in Beijing.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2020/06/05/coronavirus-countries-reopening-schools/
https://www.deccanherald.com/international/coronavirus-back-to-school-in-china-as-lockdowns-start-to-ease-830411.html


12

Body temperature with a thermal 
scanner before entering an 
elementary school in 
Pingdingshan City, in China's 
central Henan province.

https://abcnews.go.com/International/schools-world-reopening-coronavirus-pandemic/story?id=70641371

https://abcnews.go.com/International/schools-world-reopening-coronavirus-pandemic/story?id=70641371
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COVID-19 diagnostic testing

• COVID-19 diagnostic testing is 
being done on school grounds. 

• Testing is commonplace in Wuhan, 
where students line up along 
cones to give swab samples. 

• A high school in Neustrelitz, in 
northern Germany, has students 
self-administer tests twice a week

Hospital medical workers collect swabs from high school teachers 
for COVID-19 testing at a school, in Yichang, China

https://abcnews.go.com/International/schools-world-reopening-coronavirus-pandemic/story?id=70641371

https://abcnews.go.com/International/schools-world-reopening-coronavirus-pandemic/story?id=70641371


14

Physical Distancing maintained at the entrance of schools

Social Distancing at the school entrance at 
Copenhagen International School, Denmark 

https://www.bbc.com/news/education-52550470
https://in.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-schools/lessons-from-around-the-world-how-schools-are-
opening-up-after-covid-19-lockdowns-idINKBN22P2O6

Schoolchildren line up as they enter 
the primary school Simone Veil 
during its reopening in Nice, France

https://www.bbc.com/news/education-52550470
https://in.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-schools/lessons-from-around-the-world-how-schools-are-opening-up-after-covid-19-lockdowns-idINKBN22P2O6
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Signs Installed to respect physical  
distancing in Simone Veil primary 
school, France. 

https://in.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-schools/lessons-from-around-the-world-how-schools-are-opening-
up-after-covid-19-lockdowns-idINKBN22P2O6
https://abcnews.go.com/International/schools-world-reopening-coronavirus-pandemic/story?id=70641371

Schoolchildren stand on smiley faces to
maintain social distancing in the courtyard
of a primary school during its reopening in
Paris.

https://in.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-schools/lessons-from-around-the-world-how-schools-are-opening-up-after-covid-19-lockdowns-idINKBN22P2O6
https://abcnews.go.com/International/schools-world-reopening-coronavirus-pandemic/story?id=70641371
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Physical Distancing in Classrooms

Spaced out desks, Installing signs, Desk partitions, Outdoor classroom, Students 
coming to school in batches / phased opening

In Switzerland, children at Geneva’s La Tour School 
Classrooms were half full to reduce crowding and desks 
spaced two meters (6.5 feet) apart.

Space out alignment of benches in Simone 
Veil primary school, France. 

• https://www.bbc.com/news/education-52550470
• https://in.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-schools/lessons-from-around-the-world-how-

schools-are-opening-up-after-covid-19-lockdowns-idINKBN22P2O6

https://www.bbc.com/news/education-52550470
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Outdoor lessons adopted in Korshoejskolen school in Copenhagen, Denmark after 
reopening to control the spread of COVID-19

https://www.theguardian.com/education/2020/may/17/denmark-can-teach-england-safe-reopening-of-schools-covid-19
https://abcnews.go.com/International/schools-world-reopening-coronavirus-pandemic/story?id=70641371

https://www.theguardian.com/education/2020/may/17/denmark-can-teach-england-safe-reopening-of-schools-covid-19
https://abcnews.go.com/International/schools-world-reopening-coronavirus-pandemic/story?id=70641371
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In St Josef's in Roskilde, France the social 
distancing continues into the playground

https://www.bbc.com/news/education-52550470
https://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2020/06/11/how-schools-in-other-countries-have-reopened.html

• In Denmark, classrooms are split
into smaller groups of five students
each, and students are only
allowed to play with the other
children in their group. There might
be multiple groups of students
outside at once, but the children
stay in their own bubbles

• In Taiwan, students are still allowed
to play during recess with masks
on. Students were asked to take a
break and drink water, so they
don’t overheat. They call it a “chin
break”.

Physical Distancing Measure during Play Time

https://www.bbc.com/news/education-52550470
https://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2020/06/11/how-schools-in-other-countries-have-reopened.html
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The children comply social distancing 
rules in the cafeteria of a hub for 
Edinburgh city center pupils at 
Drummond Community High School, 
Edinburgh
https://abcnews.go.com/International/schools-world-reopening-coronavirus-pandemic/story?id=70641371
https://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2020/06/11/how-schools-in-other-countries-have-reopened.html

Students eat their lunch on desks with plastic 
partitions at Dajia Elementary School, in Taipei

Taipei American School in Taipei, Taiwan rented tents for the
courtyard to expand the eating area. Meals were pre-packaged
and sealed, and students are handed their lunch by a cafeteria
worker so they’re not touching anything.

Social Distancing Measures for cafeteria

https://abcnews.go.com/International/schools-world-reopening-coronavirus-pandemic/story?id=70641371
https://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2020/06/11/how-schools-in-other-countries-have-reopened.html
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Primary school children in La Grand-
Croix, near Saint-Etienne, central France 
attended classes wearing protective visor 
caps made by the city council. 

https://abcnews.go.com/International/schools-world-reopening-coronavirus-pandemic/story?id=70641371

Mandating Face masks

Students wearing face masks in a 
classroom at the Marie Curie school 
in Hanoi, Vietnam

https://abcnews.go.com/International/schools-world-reopening-coronavirus-pandemic/story?id=70641371
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• Sweden is relaxed about face masks in
schools.

• Swedish health authorities argue that
keeping a distance, washing your hands,
not touching your face, and staying at
home if you experience any symptoms
are still the best ways to halt the spread
of the coronavirus. There is a concern
that wearing face masks would make
people follow these guidelines less
strictly.

• Vietnam, Taiwan, South Korea and
Denmark requires mandatory masks in
schools.
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Den Bosh School, Netherlands Taipei American School, Taiwan  

https://www.express.co.uk/news/world/1278681/reopen-schools-which-countries-reopened-schools-coronavirus
https://in.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-schools/lessons-from-around-the-world-how-schools-are-
opening-up-after-covid-19-lockdowns-idINKBN22P2O6

https://www.express.co.uk/news/world/1278681/reopen-schools-which-countries-reopened-schools-coronavirus
https://in.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-schools/lessons-from-around-the-world-how-schools-are-opening-up-after-covid-19-lockdowns-idINKBN22P2O6
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Hand-sanitizing stations were installed at every
entrance and exit schools in Beijing china
https://www.businessinsider.in/thelife/news/plastic-partitions-temperature-checks-and-socially-distanced-classrooms-how-countries-
are-reopening-schools-following-coronavirus-closures/slidelist/75493568.cms#slideid=75493864
https://www.express.co.uk/news/world/1278681/reopen-schools-which-countries-reopened-schools-coronavirus

Mandatory hand washing has been 
implemented every two hours, in 
Copenhagen International School, Denmark 
and in Marie Curie school in Hanoi, Vietnam

Handwashing Initiatives 

https://www.businessinsider.in/thelife/news/plastic-partitions-temperature-checks-and-socially-distanced-classrooms-how-countries-are-reopening-schools-following-coronavirus-closures/slidelist/75493568.cms#slideid=75493864
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Other Hygiene Measures

• Stengaard School in Gladsaxe and Taipei American School in Taipei, 
Taiwan shut down Water fountains, and instead there are stations 
where students could fill their water bottles. 

• Taipei American School in Taipei in Taiwan the school surfaces were 
cleaned with a bleach solution during the day and during the night, 
custodians use an alcohol-based solution to regularly wipe down 
high-touch surfaces like doorknobs.
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To improve the implementation of water, 
sanitation and hygiene in schools (WASH in 
Schools) in the Philippines, the Department 
of Education (DepEd), together with its 
development partners, GIZ and SEAMEO 
INNOTECH, has developed two Massive 
Open Online Courses (MOOCs) specifically 
for the implementation of the DepEd in 
2016, on WASH in Schools.

Online Courses On WASH 
in Schools 
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Parenting toolkit by Singapore 

Parent Kit was launched by Ministry of Singapore for guiding children

with Home based Learnings during COVID 19 pandemic.

The parent kit issues covered topics on:

• concerns about Home-Based Learning (HBL)

• cyber wellness and digital literacy

• developing positive school-home partnerships

• tips to support children to establish a new normal during this

period

• tips on care for child’s physical and cyber well-being

• tips to occupy your childrens time meaningfully

• address your top concerns about Back to School arrangements,

and provide tips on how you can guide your child to adjust back

to school

moe.gov.sg/parentkit
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Simple Clear Guidelines - Singapore
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School Shut Down In South Korea, France, Beijing and Israel 

• In May, a 6-year-old kindergarten student in Seoul, South Korea tested positive 
for Covid-19, resulted in school closures. The 6-year-old contracted the virus 
from the teacher at a private t school in Magok of Gangseo on the south side of 
the Han River. 

• On May 18, Schools in France were shut down as 70 COVID-19 cases were 
registered in schools across France. After a incubation period of several days, the 
schools were reopened in the green zones of France but on transitional 
arrangement. 

• In June , Beijing ordered the city schools to be closed again over new coronavirus 
outbreak in the city. 

• On June 8th, The Israeli government announced the closure of a hundred schools 
and kindergartens after confirming more than 300 new cases of coronavirus with 
in three weeks of the restart of classes. https://www.forbes.com/sites/tommybeer/2020/05/25/6-year-old-tests-positive-for-coronavirus-complicating-south-koreas-school-

reopening-plans/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/27/world/asia/japan-schools-coronavirus.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/70-cases-covid-19-french-schools-days-after-re-opening-n1209591
https://www.newindianexpress.com/world/2020/jun/16/beijing-orders-city-schools-closed-again-over-new-coronavirus-outbreak-
2157434.html
https://www.easternherald.com/news/israel-closes-schools-again-covid-66349/

https://www.forbes.com/sites/tommybeer/2020/05/25/6-year-old-tests-positive-for-coronavirus-complicating-south-koreas-school-reopening-plans/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/27/world/asia/japan-schools-coronavirus.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/70-cases-covid-19-french-schools-days-after-re-opening-n1209591
https://www.newindianexpress.com/world/2020/jun/16/beijing-orders-city-schools-closed-again-over-new-coronavirus-outbreak-2157434.html
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Initiatives by schools 
in India during  

COVID-19 pandemic



Benchmarking WASH in Schools

31

Where  do we stand in terms of Water, Sanitation, Hygiene, 
Operations and Maintenance, behavior change and capacity 
building in line with indicators under Swachh Vidyalaya Puraskar?

What improvement goals do we set? How do we reach there ? 
What resources do we need? Etc

• Jharkhand
• Gujarat
• Odisha
• Andhra Pradesh
• Madhya Pradesh

• Telangana
• Karnataka
• Assam
• Tamil Nadu
• Maharashtra
• Bihar



ONLINE TEACHER TRAINING 

Registered Completed

COVID19 
Response

87,859 72,656

WASH in 
Schools

73,832 53,806
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Online Teacher Training 
Program on Covid-19 

preparedness and WASH in 
Schools – Jharkhand  

As on July 9, 2020 – 5:00pm IST



State level workshops led by State Project Director and 
Secretary education – Jharkhand 
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Standard Operating Procedures (SOP) & COVID related 
posters - Jharkhand
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IEC Material For Jharkhand – Posters & Booklets on different 
aspects of WASH 
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Shala Swachhta Gunak(SSG) – Mobile application 

Online training to be launched by Gujatat



COVID related posters - Gujarat
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SOP for KGBVs residential schools - Telangana
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Mission 963 rural schools rooftop rain water harvesting project 
- Gujarat 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/vadodara/vadodara-govt-schools-aim-to-save-
10cr-

• Collector Vadodara has initiated to have water harvesting
in 940 rural primary schools which has capable building
for RTRWH.

• District Administration partnered witj Transpek Industries,
Cosmo Foundation, SVADES, Lupin Foundation,
Huntsman International (India) Pvt. Ltd., SABIC and
Rotary Club of Baroda, and got support to cater 44
schools under Corporate Social Responsibility.
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• In Andhra Pradesh, under 
Naadu Nedu Programme
construction of toilets, handwashing 
and other infrastructure facilities in 
schools have been taken up during 
COVID-19.

• Converting old schools into new 
schools with better facilities. 

• SOP for reopening of schools for 
Andhra Pradesh is under 
development. 
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Best Practices 
in WASH in 

Schools 



Source: ASCI

GPS Ecole Anglasie, Pondicherry

An innovative design of CWSN toilet - hand rail 
for toilet and handwashing facility

GHS, T. Chellandipalayam, Tamil Nadu

Handrail near toilet seat ensure 

safety for  CWSN
43



GPS Ecole Anglasie, Pondicherry

5 categories of waste segregation at school

Source: ASCI44

Amalorpavam HSS, Vanarapet, Pondicherry

• Food waste decomposition pit

• Left out food and waste after mid day 

meal is decomposed 



Source: ASCI

PUPS, Kombaithozhu, Theni, Tamil Nadu

Teachers encourage and monitor 

waste segregation
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Community outreach activity –

Rallies with slogans 

Source: ASCI

KGBV, Sadar Chaibasa, Jharkhand

Nukkad Nataks/ street plays 

promoting WASH in nearby 

communities

KGBV, Sadar Chaibasa, Jharkhand

Children as agents of 
change –Bal Sansad 

promoting handwashing 
activities in communities 

Government P.S, Gopalpur, 
Jharkhand 
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WASH activities promoted in communities 

using IEC material

Source: ASCI

GKRHS, Avarampatti, Dindigul, Tamil Nadu
San Thome HSS School (CBSE), Dewas, 

Madhya Pradesh

Segregation of solid and liquid waste – Color 
coded bins placed through out the school 

campus



Delhi Public School Paradip Refinery, Jagatsinghpur, Odisha

Safe sanitary waste 

management practices 

promoted



“A sure way of ensuring Clean hands before Mid-Day Meal” 

“Madhyan Bhojan Pass” for MDM is given only when the child supervisor ensures that plate and 
hands are clean

Laxmipura Prathmik Shala, Mehsana, Gujarat



“Use of simple signages at Point-of-Use for sustainable 

behavior change”  

Unique way of communicating through drawings and

engaging children in thinking right at the place where

they go!

Nava Nadisar Primary School, Gujarat
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GPS, Kottucherry Pet, Karaikal, Pondicherry

Knock the germ out game conducted in school 
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Debates and group discussions on 

sanitation and hygiene in schools

AMSSS, Ramgarh Pandwa, Kaithal, 
Haryana



Source: ASCI

Para Pilaliya School, Rajkot, Gujarat

REUSE OF WATER – Use of energy-saving technology to ensure access to water
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KGBV, PONDURU (Srikakulam), Andhra 
Pradesh 
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KGBV, PONDURU (Srikakulam), Andhra 
Pradesh 

• MHM kit is given for every month and cosmetic kit is given for 

every 3 months

• ANM maintains the record for adolescent girls on Menstrual 

cycle and guide them for proper hygiene, healthy eating 

habits and issue MHM kit
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KGBV, KOTTURU, Andhra Pradesh
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PUMS ,ALAMPATTI.M (Sivagangai), Tamil 
Nadu
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