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AGENDA 

CURTAIN RAISER  

Learning from Disasters 

Memorialising disasters, learning, building back better, investing in resilience 

 

Gujarat Institute of Disaster Management (GIDM), Gandhinagar, Gujarat, India 
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Date 

29 March 2023 

 

Venue 

Gujarat Institute of Disaster Management (GIDM) 

B/h Pandit Deendayal Energy University, Koba-Gandhinagar Highway, Raisan Village 

Gandhinagar-382007, Gujarat. 

 

Partners 

• National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) 

• Gujarat Institute of Disaster Management (GIDM) 

• Gujarat State Disaster Management Authority (GSDMA) 

• Sustainable Environment and Ecological Development Society (SEEDS)  

 

Duration 

75 Minutes 

Objective 

The objective is to convene diverse stakeholders, both from disaster substantive streams and 

community-oriented organisations, to leverage disaster memories for a resilient future amidst 

uncertainties. This session would provide a platform to all the participating countries to share 

their experiences of disasters, particularly geo-physical disasters, and how they have used 

learnings from a disaster to design a green, inclusive and resilient future. 

Concept  

It is commonly considered that remembering disasters may help building risk awareness, thus, 

avoiding new disasters or recurrence of disasters and even anticipating and mitigating risks. 

Past experiences of catastrophes instinctively embed the concerns of various risks and 

pragmatic images of realised risks in a society. When investigated retrospectively, disasters or 

their memories can lay bare chronic and acute vulnerabilities, realities that are often too 

endogenous to be noticed. While these memories could be horrific for some at individual levels, 

when considered collectively, they also serve as incredible opportunities to rectify lapses and 

prepare for a resilient tomorrow. 

 

The concept might seem simple, prima facie. Relevant authorities could preserve traces of 

catastrophes and call them local or national heritage and in theory that would be enough to 

develop risk awareness, which in turn could be said to increase local resilience. However, a 

simple glance at historical facts shows that there are countless examples of mismanagement, 

inefficient risk management policies, or altered disaster memories leading to inadequate risk 



 

  

 

perceptions and eventually to bigger disasters. To prevent this, disaster memory becomes an 

influential process; it modifies the perceptions of inhabitants, and more generally identity, in a 

powerful, emotional way. The majority of monuments erected as disaster memorials present a 

moral and ideological message - attention for the future. In theory, this attention for the future 

can be seen as a way to increase the system’s resilience so that the principle of “build back 

better” can be further extended to “build forward smarter” for upcoming infrastructure. 

In India, post 2001 Gujarat Earthquake, ‘Smritivan Earthquake Memorial and Museum’, has 

been built to celebrate the spirit of resilience following the death of 13,805 people during the 

event. In fact, Gujarat Institute of Disaster Management (GIDM) itself is a standing memory 

of one of the most acclaimed earthquake recovery initiative. Similarly, the ‘Kobe Luminarie’ 

is an annual event held for two weeks every December, in remembrance of the ‘Great Hanshin 

Earthquake’ a.k.a ‘Kobe earthquake’. Further, in United States, on the 150th anniversary of the 

‘Sultana steamboat explosion’ which sank on April 27, 1865 killing 1,169 people, a 

‘Sultana Disaster Museum’ has been commissioned to elucidate the story of the deadliest 

maritime disaster in United States history. Also, the ‘Aceh Tsunami Museum of Indonesia’ has 

been designed as a symbolic reminder of the ‘2004 Indian Ocean earthquake and tsunami 

disaster’, as well as an educational centre and an emergency disaster shelter in case the area is 

ever hit by a tsunami again. 

The proposed session would fulfill the objective of leveraging disaster memories for a resilient 

future and resolve to rise stronger. 
 

Format 

The proposed format is that of interactive panel discussion with audience engagement. 
 

  



 

 

 

 

SESSION FLOW 

Wednesday, 29 March 2023 - Hybrid Mode: All times mentioned are in IST (UTC+05:30) 

Time Program 

Press Briefing 

17:00-17:45 Hrs 

(Followed by High-Tea) 

Venue: Seminar Hall, GIDM 

Curtain Raiser 

Learning from Disasters 

Memorialising disasters, learning, building back better, investing in resilience 

18:00-19:15 Hrs 

Venue: Auditorium, GIDM 

 

Emcee: Ms. Mrinalini Shrivastava, IPS, NDMA, India 

  18:00 - 18:05  Welcome Address – Mr. P K Taneja, Director General, GIDM, India 

  18:05 - 18:10  Opening remarks by the Presidency – Dr. P. K. Mishra, Principal 

Secretary to Hon. Prime Minister of India 

  18:10 - 18:20  Gujarat’s Emergence from the 2001 Earthquake – Mooralala Marwada 

Folk Music Group from Kutch 

  18:20 - 19:05  Panel Discussion  

Chair: Dr. P. K. Mishra, India 

Moderator: Dr. Anshu Sharma, SEEDS, India 

 Mr. Kamal Kishore, Member Secretary, NDMA, India 

 Dr. Raditya Jati, Deputy Minister, National Agency for Disaster 

Management (BNPB), Indonesia 

 Ms. Rita Missal, Global Recovery Advisor, UNDP, USA 

 Mr. Rajeev Kathpalia, Architect, Smritivan, India 

 Dr. Agostino Goretti, Civil Protection Department, Italy 

 Ms. Nabetani Amy, Volunteer interpreter and storyteller, Japan 

  19:05 - 19:10  Closing remarks – Dr. P. K. Mishra, India 

  19:10 - 19:15 Vote of Thanks – Mr. Harshad Patel, IAS, GSDMA, India 

19.15 - 19.30 Exhibition 

  19:30 - 21:00 Dinner  

Venue: Dining Hall, GIDM 

  



 

  

 

Partner Organisations 

National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) 

National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA), established 

through the Disaster Management Act of 2005, is the apex body for 

Disaster Management in India. NDMA is mandated for formulating 

national policies, plans and guidelines for disaster management, 

coordinating disaster response at the national level, providing support 

to states and union territories, promoting research and training in 

disaster management, and raising public awareness about disaster management. NDMA plays 

a crucial role in minimizing the impact of disasters and protecting the lives and livelihoods of 

the people of India. NDMA envisions to build a safer and disaster resilient India by a holistic, 

proactive, technology driven and sustainable development strategy that involves all 

stakeholders and fosters a culture of prevention, preparedness and mitigation. NDMA is the 

chair for the DRR Working Group, during India’s Presidency of G20. 

Gujarat Institute of Disaster Management (GIDM) 

Gujarat Institute of Disaster Management (GIDM) is a premier 

institution in the state of Gujarat, India, entrusted with the 

responsibility of Human Resource Development, Capacity Building, 

Research, and documentation in the field of disaster risk management (DRM). As an apex 

state-of-the-art institute in the field of Disaster Risk Management, since 2012, GIDM has 

played a crucial role in strengthening disaster risk management practices in the state and 

beyond by undertaking diverse initiatives for propagating risk literacy and a culture of disaster 

resilience in the region. As per its objectives and mandates, GIDM focuses on enriching the 

capacities of whole of the society including the institutions, officials, and other functionaries 

of the administration and civil society for response to emergencies and, in the longer run, for 

mainstreaming the principles of DRM in development planning. GIDM is proud recipient of 

the prestigious Subhash Chandra Bose Aapda Prabandhan Puraskar in the Institutional 

Category for the year 2022 which is the highest honour in the field of Disaster Risk 

Management conferred by Government of India. 

Gujarat State Disaster Management Authority (GSDMA) 

Gujarat State Disaster Management Authority (GSDMA) was 

established immediately after the 2001 Gujarat Earthquake. GSDMA 

was initially mandated to implement the gigantic task of rehabilitation 

and reconstruction programme in the earthquake affected areas of the 

State and simultaneously act as a nodal agency to plan and implement 

pre-disaster preparedness and mitigation activities including training and capacity building of 

all the stakeholders involved in disaster risk management. GSDMA has been recognized for 

its outstanding work in disaster risk management and has won several awards, including the 

prestigious UN-Sasakawa Award 2003 for outstanding work in the field of disaster risk 

management. 



 

 

 

SEEDS 

SEEDS (Sustainable Environment and Ecological Development 

Society) is a not-for-profit organisation that enables every 

individual with practical solutions towards disaster lifecycle 

management and sustainable environment. It builds self-reliant, 

resilient, and sustainable communities across boundaries using innovation and engaging at 

grassroots. Since 1994, the organization has worked extensively on every major disaster in the 

Indian subcontinent assisting affected families; strengthening and rebuilding schools and 

homes; putting its faith in skill-building, planning and communications to foster long-term 

resilience. SEEDS is recognized for its 30 years of service in disaster and environment by 

United Nations Sasakawa Award in 2022 and Government of India Subhash Chandra Bose 

Aapda Prabandhan Award in 2021.   

 

  



 

  

 

Proposed Panel  

  

Dr. P. K. Mishra 

Dr. P.K. Mishra, at present Principal Secretary to Prime Minister of 

India, has a career profile comprising research, publications, policy 

formulation and programme/project management. He has varied 

work experience in management of programmes relating to 

agriculture, disaster management, power sector, infrastructure 

financing, and regulatory issues.  

As Additional Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister during 2014-2019 Dr. Mishra is 

credited with introducing innovation and transformative changes in human resource 

management, particularly appointments to senior positions. When the National Disaster 

Management Authority (NDMA) was set up towards the end of 2005, Dr. Mishra played a 

crucial role in operationalizing its structure, functions and perspectives. He published a book 

entitled The Kutch Earthquake 2001:  Recollections, Lessons and Insights in 2005. 

He has a Ph.D in Economics/Development Studies from the University of Sussex, UK. He 

completed M.A. degree in Development Economics at the University of Sussex in 1990, when 

his academic performance was rated outstanding by the university. He did his M.A. in 

Economics with a first class at the Delhi School of Economics. In 2019, he was conferred with 

the United Nations SASAKAWA Award, the most prestigious international award in disaster 

management. 

Mr Kamal Kishore  

Kamal Kishore, a Member Secretary of National Disaster 

Management Authority (NDMA) of India and Indian Co-Chair of 

Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI)’s Executive 

Committee. He has worked on disaster risk reduction and recovery 

issues for over 22 years at the local, national, regional and global 

levels. Prior to joining NDMA he worked with the United Nations 

Development Programme (UNDP) for nearly 13 years in New Delhi, Geneva and New York. 

At the UNDP headquarters he led global advocacy campaigns to address disaster risk reduction 

concerns in the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals and the post-2015 development agenda. 

As Programme Advisor, he also led the development of disaster and climate risk management 

related elements of the UNDP Strategic Plan (2014-17). Mr. Kishore holds a bachelor’s degree 

in Architecture from the Indian Institute of Technology, Roorkee, and a master’s degree in 

Urban Planning, Land and Housing Development from the Asian Institute of Technology, 

Bangkok. 

  



 

 

 

Dr. Raditya Jati 

Dr. Raditya Jati has been a senior official in the National Disaster 

Management Authority of Indonesia since 2014. He currently serves 

as the Deputy Minister of System and Strategy for the past 2 years. 

Under his leadership, he orchestrated the National Coordination 

Meeting on Disaster Management with local disaster management 

agencies in 2022 and 2023. Prior to joining BNPB, he mostly worked 

in academic and research fields with other prominent institutions, such as University of Gadjah 

Mada and Agency for Technology Assessment and Application of Indonesia. 

Dr. Jati received many international awards, including from German Academic Exchange 

Service (DAAD) and Ritsumelkan University (Japan). He acquired his doctoral degree of 

environmental science from the sandwich program of Universitas Gadjah Mada (Indonesia) 

and University of Utrecht (The Netherland). He has contributed in numerous publications, 

including the annually-released Disaster Risk Index of Indonesia, and also attended various 

professional training in national and international levels. His collaboration with UN bodies and 

agencies has been long tied as he is often invited to be resource person and chairperson in their 

meetings. He is trusted as a member of Strategic Advisory Group of UNDRR. In 2022 he led 

BNPB to coordinate with UNDRR and cochair the 7th Session of the Global Platform for DRR 

in Bali. Following up the successful event. he initiated the first Global Forum for Sustainable 

Resilience in Jakarta on March 2023. 

Mr Rajeev Kathpalia 

Rajeev Kathpalia is a Managing Partner at Vastu Shilpa Sangath LLP, 

formerly Vastu Shilpa Consultants or VSC, the multi-disciplinary 

practice founded in 1955 by the Pritzker laureate, Padma Vibhushan 

Balkrishna Doshi.  

Designing across a range of scales, Kathpalia’s practice encompasses 

regional and city plans, institutional campuses, individual buildings, 

and even furniture. For the past 30 years, he has also taught as a 

university professor, at CEPT University, Ahmedabad and SPA, New Delhi. He has lectured 

extensively in India and abroad and has received several honors and awards. He was recognized 

with the 2003 Prime Minister’s Award for innovative Urban Design for his pioneering 

advocacy and design work on the inner city of Hyderabad within the Charminar precinct. He 

was conferred the 2019 Award for Distinction in Architecture by Washington University USA, 

and the same year was appointed as Honorary Professor at the Xia Jiaotong - Liverpool 

University, Suzhou, China. He is on the advisory board of the School of Architecture, Nirma 

University, Ahmedabad. In 2022 he was appointed as Chair Professor at Anant National 

University, Ahmedabad. 

The Smriti Van project designed by him has recently been listed by the Architecture Digest 

magazine as one of the 20 Works of Wonder in the world for 2023. 



 

  

 

Ms. Rita Missal 

Ms. Rita Missal is the Global Recovery Advisor for UNDP’s Crisis 

Bureau. Based in New York, Rita is a Post Disaster Recovery 

Practitioner with over 20 years of experience in the field of disaster 

recovery. She started her career in Disaster Management after the 

Super Cyclone in Odisha in 1999 at the UN office in Bhubaneswar 

and then after the Asian Tsunami in 2004, moved to the Maldives to 

manage the Disaster Recovery Programme there. Since 2007, she 

has been working in various positions in Geneva, Bangkok and in New York. She leads the 

UN partnership on conducting post disaster recovery assessments and in this capacity, she has 

led UN delegations in conducting assessments after a number of major disasters. Ms. Missal’s 

key areas of expertise include disaster risk reduction, post disaster recovery, climate change, 

disaster displacements, and working with people with disabilities in crisis context. 

 

Ms. Amy Nabetani 

Ms. Amy Nabetani is a career consultant and provides employment 

support to people in need. She was living in Tokyo when the Great 

Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake struck, but her parents' house in Kobe was 

completely destroyed and her parents and brother were affected. She 

travelled to Kobe the day after the disaster and was able to reunite 

with her parents but experienced a period of confusion in the affected 

area for about three months before starting a new life. She wanted to 

share her experiences and lessons from that time with people overseas, 

and thus she started to volunteer at the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake Memorial Disaster 

Reduction and Human Renovation Institution, where she provides explanations of the 

exhibitions in English. 

 

Dr. Agostino Goretti 

Agostino Goretti was born in Rome in 1961 and received his Ph.D. on 

Structural Engineering in 1992 from La Sapienza University of Rome. 

As senior earthquake engineer at the Seismic Risk Office of the Italian 

Civil Protection Department, he was involved in post-earthquake 

damage assessment, building and infrastructure seismic vulnerability 

assessment, drafting and implementation of national and regional 

seismic mitigation strategies and plans for critical infrastructures, post-

earthquake recovery, awareness campaigns. He is now managing and implementing technical 

assistance projects on Disaster Risk Assessment and Disaster Risk Management in Western 

Balkans, Turkiye, EU Eastern Neighbouring Countries and EU Southern Neighbouring 

Countries. Author of more than 110 publications on national and international journals, 

conference proceedings or books. Contract professor from 2000 to 2008 at La Sapienza Rome 

University and Roma Tre University. Lecturer at several Master Schools.  



 

 

 

Organizer/ Moderator 

Mr. P. K. Taneja 

Mr. Taneja is current Director General of GIDM. Mr. Taneja joined the 

Indian Administration Service (IAS) in 1984. In his career spanning 

over more than 38 years, he served at various senior positions with 

Government of Gujarat and Government of India. Besides being 

Director General, GIDM he is also Director, SAARC Disaster 

Management Centre, and President, GSFC University. Prior to this, he worked with 

Government of Gujarat as Additional Chief Secretary and headed many important departments 

like Industries and Mines, Home, Forest and Environment, Health and Family Welfare 

Department, etc. Mr. Taneja also headed several Government of Gujarat Companies as a 

Chairman & Managing Director.  

 

Dr Anshu Sharma 

Dr. Anshu Sharma is a Co-Founder of SEEDS, an Indian 

humanitarian organisation that received the prestigious UN 

Sasakawa Award 2022. Over the last 29 years, Anshu has worked 

extensively on disaster risk and climate emergency issues, 

transforming the vulnerable into resilient and thriving communities. Anshu studied urban 

planning at the School of Planning and Architecture at Delhi and did is doctoral studies at 

Kyoto University. He has a keen interest in systems thinking, innovations and capacity building 

within the humanitarian sector. He also teaches as a guest faculty at various schools of 

architecture and planning, and has published a number of papers and co-edited books on 

disaster management.  

  

 

Ms. Mrinalini Shrivastava, IPS 

Ms. Mrinalini Shrivastava belongs to the IPS batch of 2002, with 

Sikkim Cadre. She possesses post graduate degrees in 

Management, Human Rights Laws, Criminal Intelligence and 

Police Management.  During her two-decade long career with 

Government of India she has been deployed across several 

administration and rule of law positions. She had a tenure with 

United Nations Peace building Mission in Guinea Bisaau West 

Africa. She served as Additional Secretary Skills, Special Secretary Commerce and Industries, 

Secretary Information Technology and Commissioner Investment through her career. She is 

currently on deputation with the National Disaster Management Authority, Ministry of Home 

Affairs, as Director G20 for Disaster Risk Reduction Working Group. 



 

  

 

 

Mr. Harshad Patel, IAS  

Mr. Harshad Patel is current Commissioner of Relief and Secretary 

to Government, Revenue Department, Government of Gujarat. Mr. 

Patel joined the Indian Administration Service (IAS) in 2005 and has 

served at the position of Chief Executive Officer of Gujarat State 

Disaster Management Authority where he played crucial role in 

navigating Government response to various disaster events. Mr. 

Patel has been instrumental in relief operations aftermath of Cyclone 

Nisarga, Cyclone Tauktae, Gujarat 2022 Floods etc. Mr. Patel has played key role 

operationalizing Smritivan Earthquake Memorial and Museum. Mr. Patel has placed his 

services in various key department and offices including Labour & Employment Department, 

Gujarat State Road Transport Corporation, Gujarat Alkalies and Chemical Ltd. etc. He served 

as Collector in districts like Kutch and Bhavnagar while in Jamnagar as Municipal 

Commissioner.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


